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At the time of Christopher Columbus' arrival in the New World in 1493, the dominant indigenous 

culture was that of the Tainos. The Taino population descended dangerously during the second 

half of the sixteenth century due to new infectious diseases transmitted by Europeans, the  

exploitation of slavery by the Spanish/French and the war. 

 

The Council of Indians and Megging Establishments, which emerged in the Caribbean since 1500

-1600, worked to generate money for the crown of Spain and convert indigenous slave peoples 

into Catholicism. During this period and the following colonial periods, the sponsorship of  

Megging friars and a process of religious syncretism combined pre-Hispanic cultures with  

socio-religious Spanish traditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

SANTERIA AND SPIRITUALISM: SINS AGAINST GOD 

DEUTERONOMY 33:17 

HOSEA 4:17  
Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.  

 

 

 
 


